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MINISTRY OF CULTURE 
RESOLUTION 

New Delhi , the 1st November, 2004 

No. 2-16/2004-US (Akademies).—Whereas the 
Government of India received, from time to time, 
representations for declaring certain languages of antiquity 
as classical languages and whereas after taking into 
consideration all relevant issues and after consultation 
with Linguistic Experts, the Government of India declared 
Tamil language as one of the classical language vide 
NotificationNo. IV-14014/7/2004-NI-II dated 12th October, 
2004 issued by Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 
India. 

Whereas it is often difficult to exactly pinpoint 
the year of origin of a language, since it is the product of 
a long process of evolution and the final arrival of a specific 
linguistic identity. Therefore, the Government of India has 
decided to set up the following Committee of Linguistic 
Experts to consider future demands for categorization of 
languages as classical languages :— 

Dr. Anvita Abbi 

Professor of Linguistics 

Center of Linguistics and English School of 

Language 

Literature and Culture Studies, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi-110067 

Phone: 26172401,26174154 (Home)/26704234 (Uni.) 
Fax: 011-26165886 (Fax) 

E-mail: anvitaabbi@hotmail. com 

Dr. K.V. Subbarao 
Department of Linguistics, 

New Arts Faculty Building, 

University of Delhi, 

New Delhi-110007 

Phone: 011-27667126 (0)/27141791 (R) 

Mobile; 9810605455 
E -mail:kvs2@vsnl.com 

Prof. Udaya Naiayana Singh 
Director 

Central Institute of Indian Languages 
Manasagangotri 
Mysore-570006 
Phone:0821-2515820 
Fax:821-2515032 
B-mial chasha@sanchamet. in/ 
udava@ciil.stpinv.soft.net 

Dr. B.N.Patnaik (Retired) 

Professor of English (Linguistics) 

Head, Centre for Creative Writing and Publication, 
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, 

Deptt. of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Kanpur-208016 

Phone: 0512-2592205/2598327 (R)/2597632 (D) 





The literary tradition has to be original and 
not borrowed from another speech community. 

(d) The classical language and literature could be 
distinct from its current form or could be 
discontinuous with its later forms or its 
offshoots (like Latin Vs. Roman, Sanskrit-Pali 


Fax: 0512-2590260/2590007 
E-mail: panaik@.iitk.ac.in 

Prof. Bh. Krishnamurti 
H.No. 12-13-1233, “Bhaarati” 

Street No. 9,Tamaka 

Hyderabad-500017 

Phone: 040-27005665 

E. mail: hvdi bhk@sanchamet.in 

President, 

Sahitya Akademi (Ex-Officio Member) 

The Ministry of Culture will bring to the notice of 
the above Committee the request received by it for their 
consideration. 

me committee shall consider such future claims for 
declaration of any language as one of the classical 
languages on the following objective criteria. 

(a) High antiquity of its early texts/recorded 
history over a thousand years. 

(b) A body of ancient literature/texts, which is 
considered a valuable heritage by generations 
of speakers. 


Whereas the Government of India have further 
decided that the following benefits shall be avaiiableto the 
languages declared or notified as classical languages. 

(i) Two maj or international awards for s cholars 

of eminence ir. Class’:. -.are 

awarded annually. 

(ii) A ‘ CENTRE OFEXCELLENCE FOR STUDIES 
IN CLASSICAL LANGUAGES’ is setup. 

0ii) The University Grants Commission be 
requested to create, to start with at least in the 
Central Universities, a certain number of 
professional Chairs for Classical Languages 
for scholars of eminence in Classical Indian 
languages. 

K. JAYAKUMAR, Jt. Secy. 
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